230	XOX-VIOLENCE IN  PEACE  AND  WAR
ox" :i:s ciaim. It will be proof that the law of the jungle is
still a great force in human affairs. It will be one more
procJ that though we humans have changed the form we
have not changed the manners of the beast.
I hope it is now clear to my critics that my sympathy
for England and France is not a result of momentary emo-
tion or, in cruder language, of hysteria. It is derived from
the never-dying fountain of non-violence which my breast
has nursed for fifty years. I claim no infallibility for my
judgment. All I claim is that my sympathy for England
and France is reasoned. I invite those who accept the
premises on which my sympathy is based to join me. What
shape it should take is another matter. Alone I can but pray.
And so I told His Excellency that my sympathy had no
concrete value in the face of the concrete destruction that
is facing those who are directly engaged in the war.
Sevagram, ll-9-'39
Harijan, 16-9-1939
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TO THE BRAVE POLES
Gandhiji received the following cable from Morges
(Switzerland) from Paderewski, the aged ex-President of
the Polish Republic and celebrated pianist:
"On behalf of a nation who is today defending the sacred
right to remain free against a cruel and nameless tyranny, I
appeal to you as one of the greatest moral authorities of the
world to use your noble influence with your countrymen to gain
for Poland their sympathy and friendship. Throughout the
thousand years of its history the Polish nation has always stood
for the highest ideals of humanity, for faith, for justice, and
peace. In this terrible hour when innumerable innocent women
and children are massacred daily, a word of sympathy and en-
couragement from you, great teacher of your own nation, would
profoundly move the heart of every Pole."
To this Gandhiji replied:
"Of course my whole heart is with the Poles in the
unequal struggle in which they are  engaged for the sake

